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INDIA AT AGLANCE

General Profile

Location: The Indian peninsula is separated from mainland Asia by the Himalayas in
the north, the Bay of Bengal in the east, the Arabian Sea in the west and the Indian
Oceantothesouth.

Area: 3.3 millionsgkm

Geographic coordinates: Lying entirely in the northern hemisphere, the mainland
extends between latitudes 8°4'and 37° 6' north, longitudes 68°7' and 97°25' east and
measures about 3214 km from north to south between the extreme latitudes and
about 2933 km from east to west between the extreme longitudes.

Capital: New Delhi

Border countries: Afghanistan and Pakistan to the northwest; China, Bhutan and
Nepal to the north; Myanmar and Bangladesh to the east. Sri Lanka is separated from
India by a narrow channel of sea, formed by the Palk Strait and the Gulf of Mannar.

Coastline: 7,516.6 km encompassing the mainland, Lakshadweep Islands, and the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

Climate: The climate of India varies from tropical in the south to more temperate in
the Himalayan north. In the southern region, the climate is tropical and warm. There
are four seasons (i) winter (December-February), (ii) summer (March-June), (iii)
south-west monsoon season (June-September), and (iv) post monsoon season
(October- November)

Natural resources: Coal, iron ore, manganese ore, mica, bauxite, petroleum, titanium
ore, chromite, natural gas, magnesite, limestone, arable land, dolomite, barytes,
kaolin, gypsum, apatite, phosphorite, steatite, fluorite, etc.

Population (as per 2001 census): 1028 Million
Males: 532 million
Females: 496 million

Political Profile

Government: India is a Sovereign Secular Socialist Democratic Republic with a
Parliamentary system of Government.

Administrative Divisions: Twenty nine states and six union territories.

Constitution: The Constitution of India came into force on 26th January 1950.
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